


Good morning, Chair Baldwin, Ranking Member Capito, and distinguished Members of

the Subcommittee. I am Lawrence A. Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D., privileged to be Performing the 

Duties of the Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH). Thank you for the invitation to 

appear before you today so that I may provide you with information about our efforts in 

pandemic preparedness and our Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 budget request.  

I truly appreciate the Committee’s ongoing bipartisan support for NIH. As a result of this 

support, scientific advances have been made that reach people of all ages across the United States. 

From improving treatment options for substance use disorders to developing vaccines to prevent 

infectious diseases to discovering novel cancer treatments, the investment Congress continues to 

make in NIH improves the health of your communities. 

The FY 2024 President’s Budget builds on the Committee’s investment in numerous public 

health challenges including maternal health, mental he



NIH was able to respond efficiently to the COVID-19 pandemic by capitalizing on decades 



NIH seeks to develop a universal influenza vaccine that would generate robust, long-lasting 

protection against multiple subtypes of influenza, eliminating the need to update the vaccine each year 

and protect against newly emerging strains with pandemic potential. In 2022, a Phase 1 clinical trial 

began enrolling healthy volunteers at the NIH Clinical Center to assess the safety and efficacy of a 

novel universal flu vaccine candidate.1 Building upon the success of mRNA vaccines developed during 

the COVID-19 pandemic, NIH is working to apply this platform to the universal influenza vaccine 

development. Additionally, NIH-supported researchers are actively identifying and developing novel 

adjuvants for influenza vaccines to increase their immunogenicity and effectiveness. Continued 

investment in this research will enable the development of more broadly protective and longer-lasting 

influenza vaccines. The FY 2024 budget request includes $270.0 million for universal influenza 

vaccine research, the same as the FY 2023 Enacted level. 

A Reinvigorated Cancer Moonshot 

In FY 2024, the President’s Reignited Cancer Moonshot Initiative2 will support priority 

investments to advance the goals of the Reignited Cancer Moonshot which includes cutting 

America’s cancer death rate by 50 percent over the next 25 years. Since its establishment in 2016, 

the Beau Biden Cancer Moonshot has supported over 250 research projects that pushed the 

boundaries of discovery and collaboration on behalf of cancer patients. The President’s Budget 

includes an increase of $500.0 million for the Cancer Moonshot from the FY 2023 Enacted level, 

for a total of $716.0 million, with further increases proposed in FY 2025 and FY 2026 using 

mandatory funding.   

Clinical trials play a prominent role in evaluating new cancer prevention, screening, and 

treatment approaches. NIH National Cancer Institute (NCI) funding will focus on doubling the 

1 www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/trial-potential-universal-flu-vaccine-opens-nih-clinical-center 
2 www.cancer.gov/research/key-initiatives/moonshot-cancer-initiative 



number and increasing the diversity of people who enter NCI-sponsored clinical trials to develop 

new prevention, diagnostic, and therapeutic approaches at a more rapid pace. Funding will also 

support continued work towards increasing the pipeline of new cancer drugs.  Additionally, the 

resources will fund a major trial to evaluate multi-center detection tests, the Cancer Moonshot 

Scholars program, and the NCI Telehealth Research Centers of Excellence, allowing the agency 





Serious Mental Illness (SMI) is a major, albeit less known, risk factor for COVID-19,4 and 

people with SMI are more prone to SARS-CoV-2 infection and are more likely to require 

hospitalization and die from severe COVID-19. NIH supports research on many facets of mental 



UNITE, launched in February 2021, is an NIH-wide, collaborative effort comprised of 

five workstreams with distinct but coordinated objectives to tackle the problem of racial and 

ethnic equity in science while developing data-driven methods to promote diversity, equity, and 

inclusion across the biomedical and behavioral enterprise.  To thoroughly address structural 

racism that may exist within the enterprise, UNITE works across three domains—Health 

Disparities and Minority Health Research, the internal NIH workforce, and the external 





Development to support research on mitigating the effects of COVID-19 on pregnancies, 

lactation, and post-partum health with a focus on individuals from racial and ethnic minority 

groups.   

In summer 2023, IMPROVE will implement a national network of Maternal Health 

Research Centers of Excellence to support research projects that build on previous research and 

take innovative, community tailored approaches to address health disparities and risk factors for 

mater



NIH plans to execute various modernization and repair projects to NIH’s research hospital, 

replace research animal facilities with a centralized and more efficient facility, improve facilities that 

advance computational and data science, replace temporary 




